CoNCERNING AN AcaDEMIcC BiLL oF RIGHTS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

BiLL SUMMARY
Recognizes the rights of students and faculty to academic freedom, rights to freedom from dis-
crimination on the basis of political or religious beliefs, and rights to information concerning
grievance procedures for protection of their academic freedoms. Directs the governing boards of
the state ingtitutions of higher education to develop policies and grievance procedures to protect
academic freedom and the rights of students and faculty.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of | ]:

SecTion 1. [Statutory Section Number], [ State] Revised Statutes, isamended BY THE ADDITION OF
A NEW SUBSECTION to read:

[Statutory Section Number]. (1) AcademicBill of Rights. Thegenera assembly hereby findsthat
faculty and sudentsenrolledin publicingtitutionsof higher education shal havethefollowing rights:

(& Studentshavearight to expect alearning environment inwhichthey will have accessto abroad
range of seriousscholarly opinion pertaining to the subjectsthey study. 1nthe humanities, thesocial
sciences, and the arts, thefostering of aplurality of serious scholarly methodol ogiesand perspec-
tivesshould beasignificant ingtitutional purpose;

(b) Studentshavearight to expect that they will be graded solely on the basisof their reasoned answers
and appropriate knowledge of the subjectsthey study and that they shall not be discriminated
againgt onthebasisof their political or reigiousbeliefs,

() Studentshavearight to expect that their academic freedom and the quality of their education will
not beinfringed by instructorswho persistently introduce controversia matter into the classroom or
coursawork that hasno relationto their subject of study and that servesno legitimate pedagogical

PUrpose;

(d) Studentshavearight to expect that the freedom of speech, freedom of expression, freedom of
assembly, and freedom of conscience of sudentsand student organi zations shall not beinfringed by
univergty administrators, sudent government organizationsor by institutiona policies, rulesor
procedures,

(&) Studentshavearight to expect that their academicinstitutionsshall distribute student feefundsona
viewpoint-neutral basisand shal maintain aposture of neutrality with respect to substantive political
and religiousdisagreements, differencesand opinions,



(f) Faculty andinstructorshavearight to academic freedomintheclassroomindiscussing their sub-
jects, but they should makethelr studentsaware of seriousscholarly viewpointsother thantheir own
and should encourageintellectual honesty, civil debate and thecritical analysisof ideasin the pursuit
of knowledge and truth.

(9 Faculty andinstructorshavearight to expect that they will be hired, fired, promoted and granted
tenureon the basis of their competence and appropriate knowledgein ther field of expertise, and
shall not be hired, fired, denied promotion or denied tenureon the basisof their political or religious
bdiefs

(h) Faculty andinstructorshavearight to expect that they will not be excluded from tenure, search and
hiring committeesonthebasisof their political or religiousbeliefs,;

(i) Studentsandfaculty havearight to befully informed of their rightsand their ingtitution’sgrievance
proceduresfor violations of academic freedom by meansof noticesprominently displayedin course
catal ogs, student handbooksand ontheingtitutiona web site;

[Statutory Section Number]. (2) Gover ning Boar ds—pr otection of academic freedom and the
rightsof faculty and students. Thegoverning board of each institution of higher education shall
developingtitutional guidelinesand policiesto protect the academic freedom and therights of
studentsand faculty, and shall adopt agrievance procedure by which astudent or faculty member
maly seek redress of grievancefor an alleged violation of any of therights specifiedin [ Statutory
Section Number] (1) (&) to (1) (i). Each governing board shall publicizethe grievance procedureto
the studentsand faculty on each campus of theingtitutionsthat are under the control and direction of
thegoverning board.

SecTion 2. Effectivedate. Thisact shall takeeffect...
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